ACT Vocabulary Activity 1





Name










Hour:

Directions:  Fill in the blank with correct word.  Remember, not all words will be used

Word Bank-  Brigand, contemptuous, cosmopolitan, carte blanche, interlocutor, nonchalant, sophistry

In the 1300’s, the forests of England were filled with bands of _______________, who would steal the meager possessions of pilgrims seeking relics of the Holy Land.  The bishops and friars of the church were quite __________________ of these uncouth characters, and gave their protectors _____________ in the task of protecting these people.  When engaged in the protection of pilgrims, these brave warriors seemed __________________ in the face of danger, and exhibited bravery of the highest order.  Some of the thieves thought they would deceive these protectors through ______________, hoping to lure them into a deadly trap in order to carry out their evil misdeeds.
Word Bank- donnybrook, metamorphosis, incantation, nomenclature, rife, procrustean, sophistry

When he spoke about the events of the night regarding the horrific crime, James had been prone to ________________ when describing what he saw, leaving investigators as clueless as they were before talking to James.  Robert, the victim, had undergone a sweeping _________________ that evening, going from a mild-mannered gentleman to a wild, animal-like creature.  This was a result of the _________________ that occurred at the end of the cul-de-sac, where everybody swarmed with fury into the street, resulting in numerous injuries.  Robert had tried to be the __________________ between two neighbors who continued to be engaged in a heated discussion; however, when his efforts to ease tensions failed, he became engulfed in a violent melee.  The police were immediately notified, and they were slow to respond to the incident because the neighborhood had been ________________ with crime in the past months.
Word bank- procrustean, nomenclature, stygian, vestige, cosmopolitan, rife, interlocutor

As the case with all large city organized crime syndicates, the Cosa Nostra resorted to ________________ tactics in order to keep all of the bosses in line.  During meetings and conversations, the top leaders had developed a specific ______________________ in order to evade the wiretaps set up by the FBI, and for a while this tactic seemed to repel federal officials.  However, after a ___________ scene at Tony’s restaurant, where a fire had engulfed it due to an internecine fight in the mob, the FBI began to crack down on the mob, eventually placing a mole into the organization.  This mole brought down the entire organization, leaving no ______________ of the organization on the streets of New York.  The mole had to be put into hiding, and as a result of being in various cities around the world, he became a very _________________ individual.
